
Learning doesn’t begin and end in the classroom. Transforming
children into educated, independent adults is the job of the entire 
community. All Hands Raised brings together local business,
government, non-profit organizations, the faith community, parents, 
students and community stakeholders to ensure an excellent and 
equitable education for every child in Portland and Multnomah 
County from cradle to career.

We recognize the importance of taking the long view. We are driving 
systemic change to address root causes. Our schools cannot do it 
alone, nor can our families, nonprofits, or public services—we must 
do this together.

All Hands Raised Partnership: Education, 
Equity and Excellence from Cradle to Career.

RAising OuR HAnds, RAising tHE BAR: AlignEd ACtiOn fOR studEnt suCCEss

 “ All Hands Raised has provided us with a model for how communities can wrap 
around our schools, not simply for the sake of ‘helping out’, but to advance very 
specific actions to improve a defined set of measures. At the end of the day, we 
won’t be able to reach our ambitious education goals  for the state without this 
exact type of focused alignment and partnership in our local communities.” 

Ben Cannon, Education Policy Advisor 
to Governor John Kitzhaber

“ Our twelve indicators 
represent this community’s 
commitment to equity and 
excellence for all our kids – 
they make our aspirations 
visible and measurable. 
We’ve set specific targets 
for raising the bar on each
indicator. In addition, we’re 
determined to accelerate
improvement with the kids 
we have historically failed – 
this is our greatest opportunity. 
There’s no silver bullet here;
we’re in it for the long haul.”

Sarah Mensah, 
Executive Vice President, 
COO, Portland Trail Blazers
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“ The All Hands Raised Partnership is truly hitting on all
cylinders in ways that few other cities have managed to do. 
The explicit focus on race and equity, as well as the rigor around 
continuous improvement, has made Portland and Multnomah 
County a beacon site for providing concrete early wins for us
to share among the 72 communities in the national cradle to 
career network.” 

Jeff Edmondson, 
Director, Strive Partnership

Collaborative Action
Guided by a disciplined continuous improvement process, these initial work teams (called Collaboratives) are 
co-convened by partner organizations that share in the work of moving from ideas to action. Each group has 
finalized a Charter to define the problem being addressed, scope of work, and mission. Collaboratives are 
currently developing Action Plans, built around a clear and measurable three-year goal.

www.allhandsraised.org
2069 NE Hoyt Street, Portland, OR 97232

503-234-5404 (p) 503-234-5402 (f)

Communities supporting Youth, co-convened with sun service
system Coordinating Council and Portland state university’s 
Center for improvement of Child and family services, is working 
to advance the priority of linking and aligning community and 
family supports to improve engagement and success among 
Multnomah County students, with a specific goal of increasing 
the percentage of local students who are not chronically 
absent from school.

Eliminating disparities in Child and Youth success, 
co-convened with the Coalition of Communities of Color, is
focused on addressing institutional racism and inequities 
impacting students of color, immigrants, and refugees, with
a specific focus on creating the necessary conditions in all 
partner organizations to ensure equitable outcomes for all 
children and youth.

Ready for Kindergarten, co-convened with social Venture 
Partners and the Multnomah County Commission on Children, 
families & Community, works to ensure that families, schools 
and communities are effectively working together to provide 
children the foundation for learning and life success, 
with an emphasis on increasing kindergarten readiness 
among children of color, those living in poverty, and those 
whose primary language is not English.

ninth grade Counts, convened by All Hands Raised, is focused 
on supporting targeted students through the transition into high 
school, with a specific focus on increasing the percentage of 
Multnomah County students who enter 10th grade “on-track 
to graduate” based on credits earned.

Communities supporting Youth

Eliminating disparities in Child and Youth success

Ready for Kindergarten

ninth grade Counts

MEAsuRing OuR sHAREd PROgREss: 
nintH gRAdE COunts REsults

Academic Priority participants
are on-track to graduate at a

higher rate than their peers.*

* “On-track” is defined as earning 6 credits in 9th grade.

12.2%


